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New on board: Furnishings and giftware shop CASA are sponsoring Topsham RFC for two seasons. Pictured are: Alastair Brown, CASA shop manager, Mark Dixie,
director of Queenstreet Carpets & Furnishings, Neil Goodfellow, Topsham RFC chairman, and Gary Dixie, director of Queenstreet Carpets & Furnishings

CASA furnish Topsham with new sponsorship deal
TOPSHAM have secured a two-
year sponsorship deal with
newly opened furnishings and
giftware store CASA.

Exeter-based family-owned
retailer Queenstreet Carpets &

Furnishings, operated by broth-
ers Gary and Mark Dixie,
opened their second shop in
Topsham last month. The fam-
i ly ’s ties with the club include
Mark captaining the first team
for two years, and he now
coaches in the junior section.

Their name and logo will ap-
pear on the front of the shirts for
the under-7s to under-16s, and
will be on the back of the first
and second teams’ j e r s e y s.

Club chairman Neil Goodfel-
low said: “As we prepare to wel-
come the Rugby World Cup and

the consequent increased in-
terest in the sport, the club is
looking forward to an exciting
year ahead. Sponsorship is an in
valuable part of the club’s abil-
ity to offer the highest standard
of facilities and equipment to
members and locals.”

RUGBY UNION

Returnees give Exeter
a boost ahead of final
RUGBY LEAGUE

EXETER Centurions hope that a
wave of first-team players re-
turning to their starting line-up
will give them the boost they
need to overcome Cornish
Rebels in the South West Cup
final at the weekend.

The two sides will clash at
Saltash on Saturday (3.30pm),
with the Cornishmen having in-
flicted the Centurions’ solitary
league defeat in four games just
two weeks ago with a 58-30 suc-
c e s s.

However, the Centurions are
anticipating having a much
stronger squad at their disposal
this time around, including the
likes of player-coach Alex Ford,
Alex Edwards and Xander Sed-
don.

And assistant team manager
Maheson Balasundaram is
backing his side to gain revenge
this time round.

“This season has been going
well. We have won three games

so far and only lost to the Rebels
because we had a scratch side
out,” he said.

“Even then we still managed
to score 30 points against their
first-choice side, so we are con-
fident ahead of the final.

“They scored four at the end
of the match, but that flattered

them as we were down to 11 with
injuries and just one substi-
t u t e.

“From 38-12 at one point we
brought it back to 38-30 before
we ran out of gas.

“I was very proud of the play-
ers that day though and I am
pretty confident we stand a very

good chance of turning them
ove r. ”

Plymouth Titans face North
Devon Raiders at the same
ground before the cup final,
with admittance free for both
g ames.

The Rebels, who draw players
from union clubs including Red-
ruth and Launceston, are the
current holders of the cup, hav-
ing beaten the Centurions 38-26
in last year’s final.

That day again saw the Cen-
turions push them close, but the
Devon club have stepped things
up since then.

“We only just lost to them last
year – we pushed them very,
very close,” Balasundaram said.
“That was really gutting be-
cause I think it is the first time
they have really been chal-
lenged – we really put ourselves
forward last year.

“We have built it up since in
terms of recruitment and re-
tention and I think we have an
outstanding chance.”

Email your sports reports and pictures to eesport@expressandecho.co.uk by 9am every Tuesday

RUAIRI Cushion is looking for-
ward to the challenge of trying
to help Exmouth win promotion
after suffering relegation with
Plymouth Albion last term.

The scrum-half says he did
not enjoy last season at Brick-
fields but thinks playing part-
time with the Cockles will suit
him down to the ground.

The 31-year-old’s commit-
ments mean he will only be able
to train one evening a week and
play most Saturdays for the Na-
tional Three South West outfit,
but Cushion thinks he will start
to enjoy his rugby again with
the Imperial Ground outfit.

He said: “I wasn’t enjoying
last year on or off the field, so it
will be nice to enjoy my rugby
again, along with the social side
and the camaraderie, which I
think we lost touch with a bit
last year.

EXONIAN Ladies, Exeter’s only
female rugby team for adults,
are hosting this summer’s first
‘pitch up and play’ session for
women who want to experience
r ugby.

The event, taking place on
Sunday at Topsham RFC, is
open to those over 18 who are
either beginners or would like
to return to the game.

The session will be run by
RFU coaches and will feature a
social afterwards in order to get
to know the players on the
team.

For more details on the event,
or future sessions, contact cap-
tain Katie Lunnon on 07719
033811 or katierushworth@out-
look.com.

EXONI  A’S Ne i l Cu mmi ns
reached the semi-finals of the
Te i g n m o u t h  O p e n m e n ’s
s i n g l e s.

It saw the 49-year-old turn
back the clock after 20-years
away from outdoor bowls.

He came back from 7-3 down
to beat clubmate James Butcher
21-16 after successive trebles at
the close.

But in the semi-final he lasted
only nine ends as Shaldon’s
Ryan Whitlock won 21-7.

The other semi-final needed
25 ends to decide the outcome,
with Italian Uli Previati coming
back from 15-7 down to beat
Peter Hutchins 21-15.

Teignmouth-based junior in-
ternational Whitlock beat Pre-
viati 21-8 in the final.

S h a l d o n’s Ian Lesley won the
m e n’s triples alongside David
Evans and Harry Goodwin.
● At the English Riviera Open
at Torquay, Exonia’s Matt Bass
and Jamie Heard won their
opening match in the men’s
pairs, recovering from 10-7
down to beat Alan Demuth and
Neil Walls 22-13.
● Devon men are still unbeaten
in the Middleton Cup inter-
county championships after
thrashing Herefordshire 160-96.

Devon skip Rob Paxton was
denied a win by a fluky spinning
wood by his opposite number,
who apologised afterwards.

With one match left to play in
the group, against Cornwall on
Saturday, July 4, at St Austell,
Devon need to win on just one of
the six rinks to qualify for the
quarter-finals on July 18.
● To complete a good weekend
for the men, the Devon under-25
team beat Wiltshire and then
Somerset in the regional final at
Bristol on Sunday to qualify for
the national finals at Royal
Leamington Spa on August 30.

Exeter & District Bowls League
P W D L F A Pts

Crediton ........... 5 5 0 0 467 337 60
Belmont ........... 5 3 0 2 392 407 38
Topsham .......... 3 3 0 0 274 201 34
Pinces .............. 4 2 0 2 350 278 30
Heavitree .......... 5 2 0 3 358 430 30
Okehampton ..... 5 1 0 4 366 449 23
Exonia (L) ......... 5 0 0 5 340 445 9

Exeter & District County Trophy
Exonia (T) ......... 5 5 0 0 407 343 10
Crediton ........... 4 4 0 0 372 259 8
Topsham .......... 3 2 0 1 283 214 4
Pinces .............. 5 2 0 3 420 364 4
Belmont ........... 5 2 0 3 373 429 4
Heavitree .......... 5 1 0 4 332 457 2
Okehampton ..... 5 0 0 5 325 446 0

County role for
Tivvy’s Haigh

OLYMPIAN Sue Haigh has been
elected president of the Devon
ASA.

T he Tiver ton member ’s
achievements include being a
member of the British squad
and swimming at the Mexico
Olympics as well as at the Com-
monwealth games in Jamaica
and Edinburgh.

She has been the holder of the
400m freestyle European record
and awarded ASA swimmer of
the year.

Swimming as a master, Haigh
has held various titles along
with British and European re-
cords from 2000 onwards and in
2012 she was the world cham-
pion 400m freestyle swimmer.

She also follows her mum,
Nancy Williams, was also elec-
ted as president some 36 years
ago in 1979. Haigh is the Swim21
co-ordinator at Tiverton Swim-
ming Club and regularly trains
and competes in the masters
section of the club.

B OW L S

by Tony Atkins

WO M E N ’S RUGBY

Exonians host
taster session

Cockles switch
excites Cushion
RUGBY UNION

Cummins rolls
back the years

Set to play: Exeter Centurions could have the likes of Alex Ford back for the final

SWIMMING

“It will be like going back to
grassroots rugby – I started as a
semi-professional in Dublin and
went out to play with my
f r i e n d s.

“I’m looking forward to it – it
will be good fun.

“It will be a different sort of
challenge. Exmouth have been
top of the league for the last
couple of years and hopefully
with my experience, I can help
them.”

Irishman Cushion will take a
wealth of experience with him
to Exmouth, having served Al-
bion as a player, analyst and
skills coach last term and was
also club captain during his six
years at Brickfields.

He seriously injured a thumb
before the end of last season and
may miss a few pre-season
matches in August as he returns
to full fitness, and his work com-
mitments in Exeter Chiefs’ p l ay -
er development programme and
as a physio could see him miss a
handful of games during the sea-
son.

“Exmouth are happy with one
night a week and a game on
S at u rd ay s, ” said Cushion.

“That suits me, otherwise I
might have had to knock it on
the head.”

Signed on: Ruairi Cushion
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