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Live displays on
offer at Exmouth
showrooms

AdvertorialGardeners on
weather alertI F you are looking for a colourful

garden to inspire you next month
then head to Mid Devon – wh e re

you will get three for the price of
o n e.

The three Cherubeers form a small
hamlet in rolling farmland at 500ft,
at the top of a south west facing
valley and they are opening to raise
funds for the National Gardens
S ch e m e.

The location is exposed and the
soil a stony acid clay. Despite these
conditions the gardens provide a
wealth of colour from snowdrops and
cyclamen right through the season.

Higher Cherubeer, the largest of
the three gardens, holds a National
Collection of Cyclamen – and also
boasts more than 200 varieties of
s n owd ro p s.

The garden is the pride and joy of
Jo Hynes, who has been working
hard to develop it since moving there
from Buckinghamshire in 1991.

It is now a stunning country
garden with gravelled courtyard,
raised beds and an alpine house.
There is also a large herbaceous
border, shady woodland beds, and a
colourful collection of basketry
w i l l ow s.

Wildlife is encouraged and nectar
and pollen rich flowers have been
chosen. Nest boxes, bird feeders, log
piles are all included to provide a
rich habitat for native species. There
is evidence of dormice in the hedge
banks and barn owls nest locally.

Jo admits to being “a bit of a
stamp-collector with snowdrops”.
And although many people when
they hear the name only think of the
nivalis, the common snowdrop, there
are many different types, Jo
e x p l a i n s.

“You have about 21 different
species of snowdrop and, of course,
in each species there are single and
double-flowered plants, and then of
each species there are cultivars –
some of them start in October and
they go right the way through,” she
s ay s.

“There can still be snowdrops in
flower in April. I’ve got more than
150 different named forms. I put the
named forms at the front and label
them so that people can go around
and look at them.”

The garden, and the two others in
the hamlet (Cherubeer and Middle
Cherubeer) are opening for the NGS
for the first time this year on
February 1 and 20.

“The garden was part of a field
when we came here and we planted
everything you see – even the trees –
and changed the levels,” said Jo.

About an acre in size, it is
designed around an outer gravel
path, which takes in lawned areas, a
small wooded area, plus a willow
walk and a vegetable patch.

Colourful inspiration on offer

P i c t u re s q u e : The garden at Higher Cherubeer

THERE will be more than just a
stunning garden to enjoy when Ann
and Travis Rowland open their plot
for charity later in the spring.

Visitors to Lower Ebear Garden in
Westleigh, Tiverton, will also get to
enjoy an historic museum.

The 1.5 acres of herbaceous
borders, wildlife ponds, alpine and
wild gardens, trees, shrubs,
vegetable and fruit gardens, will
open for Hospiscare on March 22.

As well as the garden, visitors will
also be able to look round Travis’s
incredible collectors’ museum,
which is a treasure trove of local
historical items, photographs and
memorabilia plus all kinds of
ephemera from the last century — a
special wartime packet of Vim, Avon
cosmetics from the 70s and vintage
m o t o rcycl e s.

The beautifully tended garden has
not always been so well looked after,
when the couple arrived nearly four
decades ago, the two acres of land
was mostly brambles.

It was almost derelict when they
bought it from Tiverton Council and
was mostly an orchard of cider
apples and Bramleys, which they
were told were planted in 1861.

Gradually over the years – and
with a lot of hard work – they have
transformed it into a colourful and
inviting plot. It will be open from
1pm to 5pm and entry costs £3.50.
Take the family and enjoy a
homemade afternoon tea, cakes,
tombola and a plant sale.

To find the garden take the A38 to
Wellington. In approximately 1.5
miles at four cross way turn left to
Burlescombe and Westleigh. Follow
signs to the garden.

Family throws
open its garden
for charity cause

S h ow p i e c e : Ann and Travis Rowland’s
garden

“We made that outer ring road
because most of the time you’re
walking round in wellies in the
rain,” said Jo. “We are on very acid,
wet clay here so we use gravel a lot
just to make it easier to get round.”

In her greenhouse are some of her
most prized plants and also her
National Collection of Cyclamen.

“There are 22 species of cyclamen
and I have all of them – well, there is
one species that is not available
anywhere because it’s in a war zone
in Iran, so nobody has that,” she
s ay s.

“I must have about 60 different
species and cultivars in total.

“Cyclamen are not valuable to
collectors like snowdrops, maybe
because they are done from seed so
you can’t share them. Snowdrops are
a lovely plant because they naturally
divide up and you can put a picture
on the internet and a lot of swapping
goes on – you have to make friends
and share because a lot of them are
not for sale.

“I was always interested in

snowdrops and cyclamen and I
brought some of them with me when
we moved. I was given my first fancy
snowdrops when I had just had my
first baby and he is now on his 20s,
so all that time I’ve been collecting
different varieties. I hope people
come and enjoy all of them.”
● The three Cherubeers, Dolton,
EX19 8PP, are open on for the NGS on
February 1 and 20 (2pm to 5pm).
Combined admission to the two
gardens is £4 and children are free.

Also opening for the NGS next
month is Little Cumbre, 145
Pennsylvania Road, Exeter, EX4 6DZ.
This one-acre garden and woodland
is on a south facing slope with
extensive views and will open on
February 7, 8, 14 and 15 (noon to
3.30pm). There is a wonderful display
of snowdrops, and many different
varieties, plus colourful hellebores,
scented winter shrubs, camellias and
spring bulbs. Admission is £3.50 and
children are free.
● For more details on both gardens
visit www.ngs.org.uk

Brewin Dolphin dives
back into Chelsea show
A CITY business is to have a Show
Garden at the RHS Chelsea Flower
Show for the fourth year. And for
2015 Brewin Dolphin will be working
with designer Darren Hawkes.

The garden will draw on the
c o m p a ny ’s heritage, but will also
reflect their forward thinking
approach to business and ability to
evolve and adapt to changes in the
financial and wider world.

The garden will be filled with
mature English Elms and familiar
hedgerow plants evoking a shared

memory of the British Countryside
and a cultural heritage.

This, coupled with the use of
traditional materials, will reflect
Brewin Dolphin’s unique place
within the financial market as a long
established and highly respected
business working with clients over
g enerations.

With a heritage of more than 250
years, Brewin doesn’t rest on its
successes but reaches out both to
new markets and new clients with
enthusiasm. This forward thinking

attitude is strongly represented in
the layout of the garden with
unconventional floating platforms as
a means of navigating through the
space, bringing a sense of
exploration, playfulness and wonder
to those who enter.

Tim Walker, head of Brewin
Dolphin in Exeter said; “We are
thrilled to be working with Darren
Hawkes to create another
undoubtedly beautiful and
interesting garden at the 2015 RHS
Chelsea Flower Show.

“Every year we are incredibly
proud to showcase our garden to the
public and our clients. We are
expecting great things from Darren
and are glad to be part of his
prog ression.”

And designer Darren Hawkes said
he is delighted to be designing the
garden. Having received a RHS

Silver-Gilt medal for his 2013 Show
Garden for SeeAbility he got the
Chelsea bug and has been developing
this idea over the past two years.

He has worked in the industry for
nearly 20 years, cutting his teeth as a
landscape gardener before turning
freelance designer.

Having worked in London for 10
years he moved to Cornwall and
established Wheelbarrow, a high end
design and landscaping business.

This grew quickly prompting a
second business, Darren Hawkes
Landscapes devoted to design only
p ro j e c t s.

He is currently working on
projects in Bristol, Cornwall, Devon
and West London.

The contractor for the Brewin
Dolphin Garden 2015 will be Bowles
and Wyer, and the plants are being
supplied by Kelways.

Guru: Garden designer Darren Hawkes is
creating a garden for Brewin Dolphin

SIMON Turner showrooms’ big g est
fire and fireplace showroom in
Exmouth with live displays is now
open.

Established for 26 years, Simon
Turner has two modern showrooms
offering hundreds of products, with
regular updates of stock. Delivery of
the full range can be arranged to
anywhere in the South West.

The range includes fires,
fireplaces, woodburning stoves,
boilers, bathrooms and cookers.
Simon Turner showrooms offer the
complete service package and his
experienced and fully-trained staff
are here to help you with any
queries and advice needed. They also
offer free no obligation quotes too.

The firm is also a Worcester
Bosch-accredited installer which
means they can offer an incredible
eight-year guarantee on all
Worcester boilers, covering labour
and materials.

To see the whole range of
appliances and services for yourself,
and to see live displays, just call in to
the Exmouth showroom at Unit 30 on
the Dinan Way Trading Estate.

It is open six days a week, from
8am to 5.30pm, Mondays to Fridays,
and from 9am to 5pm on Saturdays.

We look forward to seeing you!

T HE weather is going to be the
telling factor in garden design
trends this year, thanks to

several years of excessive rain and
fl o o d i n g .

So says award-winning garden
designer Chris Beardshaw,
co-presenter of BBC2’s Great Garden
Revival, who is currently planning
his forthcoming Healthy Cities show
garden with first-time RHS Chelsea
Flower Show sponsor Morgan
S t a n l e y.

“T here’s a real awareness of the
challenges of the weather,” he says.
“We ’ve gone through that period
where we thought it was going to get
hotter and buying phormiums and
cordylines and then finding that the
winter killed them.

“People are going back to much
more resilient planting types.
T here’s a real resurgence in shrubs.
The last few decades have been about
herbaceous perennials and grasses
and I think a lot of people are now
much more interested in
c o m b i n at i o n s.

“We often put shrub roses with
clematis and an underscore of bulbs
to give the three hits of interest.
People are becoming aware that one

plant doesn’t necessarily cover all
bases and are adopting a more
refined approach to planting.”

Plants such as phillyrea and
deciduous rhododendrons, which
provide masses of interest through a
long season and little maintenance,
may become more popular, he
predicts, while we are moving away
from ‘static gardens’ –
low-maintenance, minimalist plots
which don’t change through the
season and are lacking in
p e r s o n a l i t y.

“People want the garden to
respond to the seasons – and the
plants have to respond to that.”

He also predicts ‘this year’s’
c o l o u r.

“The colour that everyone wants
to be in their garden this year is
purple. I think there’s an opulence
and generosity of purple, when you
think of the purple bearded iris or
Tulipa Black Knight. But I think a
garden filled only with purple would
be a rather sombre place. You need a
twist. With dark purple tulips, for
instance, I would use scillas and
white camassias underneath.”

People may think that traditional
bedding has gone out of fashion, yet

Royal: Purple, such as this iris, is definitely
this year’s colour

Advertorial

Chris notes that according to a
recent report from the horticultural
industry, the number of people
buying bedding plants is at an
all-time high.

“However, we’re not buying them
in the same quantities that we were
buying previously, which indicates
that we are using them very
advisedly in hanging baskets,
containers and patio tubs, giving an
instant blast of hard-working colour.
What we are not doing is filling beds
and borders with them in a kind of
park bedding scheme way.

“We are becoming much more
knowledgeable about the range of
bedding plants. The bedding craze is
still on but it’s about getting much
better value out of those plants and
being advised to use them in very
specific ways.”

WE are a family-run business
providing high-quality products,
installation, customer service and
value for money.

We understand that buying home
improvements can be a confusing
time so, from our window and door
showroom on Topsham Road, we are
able to provide expert advice on a
range of PVCu products, services
and more.

Realistic is an ultra installer for
Ultraframe glazed roofs for Devon
offering, conservatories, glazed
extensions, Loggia and Orangeries.

We welcome people to make a
showroom to come along and see our
full range of products and colours
ava i l abl e.

Call 01392 771121 or visit
w w w. re a l i s t i c. u k . c o m

We ’re proud to be part of
Checkatrade, the review platform
that offers our customers the peace
of mind that they can rely on us to
provide a professional and reliable
service, a service which we then
back with a 10-year guarantee,
customer confidence being of utmost
importance to us as a business.

Confident home
improvements
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