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It’s not easy being green, as a certain 
Muppet once told us. But it’s getting easier – 
and it’s worth the trouble, according to Higher 
Wiscombe, an east Devon based self-catering 
holiday business, that’s just been named 
a finalist in the Green tourism Business 
schemes (GtBs) Goldstar awards. 

Higher Wiscombe comprises three 
luxurious and eco-friendly cottages of various 
size (all bedrooms are en-suite), along with an 
outdoor pool, games room and a conference 
facility that turns into a cinema room on site. 
the cottages can be rented together for 
large parties of up to 32, with everyone dining 
together around one large oak table. 

this isn’t the first time the business has 
caught the attention of influential bodies. Visit 

england has already graded High Wiscombe 
Five star Gold; it’s also won a Best Holiday 
Cottages in the south West gong, along with 
the national Visit england award for the Best 
Holiday Cottages in england. 

now, as a GtBs finalist with the opportunity 
of winning a national award, owners alistair 
and Lorna Handyside are celebrating: “our 
aim was to develop a sustainable business 
from the outset, and we were lucky enough 
to have a blank canvas to do this. We saw no 
reason why a quality luxury business could 
not be green. this award, the second time we 
have been nominated in three years, is proof 
that green can still be luxurious.”
For more  www.higherwiscombe.com/higher_

wiscombe 

    

extra Cake aLL rounD! exeter-
based cookery school Fun kitchen 
has been shortlisted as a finalist in the 
Best small Cookery school and the 
Best specialist Cookery school for the 
2014 British Cookery school awards 
in London. 

there are over 500 cookery schools 
operating across the county, and the 
British Cookery school awards 2014 
honour excellent cookery schools that 
go above and beyond to deliver a top- 
notch cookery school experience. 

Fun kitchen was established – and 
is led – by double award-winning 
cookery teacher Joe Mann, who 

responded to students’ 
demands for extra fun 

hands-on cookery 
classes in the 

holidays. the all-day children’s cookery 
class workshops are held during 
school holidays, providing a safe and 
fun environment for kids to make food 
with the added bonus of them creating 
and bringing home a dish for the family 
to enjoy at dinner. 

Due to its popularity, Fun kitchen 
now hosts a variety of adult classes 
that can be tailored to a group’s 
wishes, such as birthday parties, hen 
parties, corporate events, and events 
at food shows such as october’s 
Powderham Castle Food Festival, 
Bickleigh Castle Vanilla Weekend and 
the Big Food show at Westpoint. 

the awards ceremony for the British 
Cookery school awards takes place 
on 17 november in London.
For more  www.funkitchen.co.uk 
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InDePenDent HeaLtHCare and cosmetic centre exeter Medical 
has undergone a stunning refurbishment by MD Business Interiors. 

overseen by the latter’s managing director Mark Dowse, the 
refurbishment involved exeter Medical relocating to new premises 
in Grenadier road, where the state-of-the-art treatment centre now 
offers additional office space, a larger reception, consulting rooms, 
a conference centre, three new operating theatres and a cosmetic 
suite. the premises have been designed to be a modern, clean 
environment for clients and patients to receive both medical and 
beauty treatments in tranquil and relaxing surroundings.

Part of the successful renovation included significant investment 
on medical equipment, including a suite of medical lasers for 
treatment of acne, sun damage and birthmark, thread veins and 
tattoo removal. In conjunction with the refurbishment, exeter Medical 
also has embarked on a new collaboration with exeter Laser eye 
surgeons who share the admiral House facility. 

With its modern and spacious new premises the company has 
been able to increase staff by around 50%, taking the number of 
personnel from nine to 13, plus two part-time employees. 

says Christopher stone, director of exeter Medical: “Mark and 
his dedicated team fully understand the nature of our business, our 
objectives and company philosophy and we are absolutely delighted 
with the new building which came in on time and on budget.” 
For more  www.exetermedical.co.uk/about/our-facility,

www.mdinteriorsdevon.com 
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