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BY WILLIAM TELFORD

ThePlymouth office of archi-
tecture firm HLM is about to
celebrate its fifth anniversary
as the entire company celeb-
rates its 50th.

The celebrations couldn’t
come at a better time, with
major projects under way
throughout the Westcountry.

The firm won the interna-
tional trade category at The
Herald Business Awards this
year, but its work closer to
home is just as lucrative and
e xc i t i n g .

That includes the £2.5 mil-
lion Plymouth University
Marine Station, on Sutton
Harbour, which is due to open
this autumn.

The company is also work-
ing on £9 million plans for
“tri-service” fire stations in
Cor nwall.

These are for the fire ser-
vice, but will host police and
ambulance staff and vehicles
t o o.

HLM opened its office in the
Royal William Yard’s Brew-
house in 2009, with just two
staff. It moved to bigger
premises in the Mills Bakery
as it grew to 13 people.

The firm has been renowned
for its work on public sector
projects, particularly in edu-
cation and health.

However it is now increas-
ingly becoming involved in
private sector housing pro-
jects and has just formed a
relationship with a developer
to design housing at four sites
in Newquay.

“The biggest site would be

25 houses, contemporary
design,” said associate direct-
or Ajay Sharma, in charge of
the Plymouth branch.

He said: “We are trying to be
more agile and diverse. The
private sector is improving,
the will struggle, there will be
cuts, hence the turn of
fo c u s. ”

Some of the private sector
projects the company has been
involved in include the refur-
bishment work at the Dart
Marina Hotel and Spa and the
master-plan for Newquay
Cornwall Airport, due to go
for consultation this autumn.

The firm also works on
social housing projects, in-
cluding the £2.5 million 30-
unit Waterloo Close, in the
Stonehouse area of Plymouth
and Dawson Close, another
£2.5 million housing project.

Mr Sharma added: “We have
experience in 94 countries, in

areas such as healthcare,
master-planning and avi-
at i o n . ”

HLM started purely as an
architecture firm, but has
added interior design, land-
scaping and master-planning
to give it an all-round envir-
onmental brief.

It uses the latest Building
Information Modeling techno-
logy, which involves the gen-
eration and management of 3D
digital representations of
physical and functional char-
acteristics of buildings.

HLM will celebrate its fifth
birthday in Plymouth with a
party for 150 guests at nearby
Residence 1, in RWY, on
September 24.

The evening event will raise
cash for the children’s be-
reavement charity Jeremiah’s
Journey, as will a family fun-
day at the yard’s green on the
afternoon of August 29.

The £2.5 million Plymouth
University Marine Station
will provide another excit-
ing addition to the water-
front when it opens in the
autumn.

The two-storey building,
right at the water’s edge at
Queen Anne’s Battery, Cox-
side, was designed by HLM
as a teaching and laboratory
complex for the university.

From near the 1,700sq m
building, boats will leave to
take marine samples and

transport divers and stu-
dents to remote locations.

David Elder, senior archi-
tect, said: “We have done a
lot of educational buildings,
but this is our first for Ply-
mouth University.”

He said the building re-
places a three-storey block
that was there previously.

“It was the same sort of
facility but had come to the
end of its useful life,” he
said. “The slipway is the
only bit that is still there.”

Marine Station to open soon

Architect company celebrates fifth
anniversary with lucrative projects

Associate director Ajay Sharma with the team at HLM Architects in Plymouth

A special marine offshore re-
newable event is being organ-
ised for businesses in Corn-
wall wanting to be involved in
a rapidly growing sector.

Called MOR Opportunity
Knocks, the conference will
focus on how businesses can
tap into a market which could
be worth £4.5 billion to the
South West economy by 2030.

Cornwall is home to unique
testing facilities and academic
expertise that is already at-
tracting marine energy de-
velopers from around the
world keen to test and deploy
renewable electricity genera-
tion devices in the region.
MOR Opportunity Knocks is
being jointly hosted by the Off-
shore Renewable Develop-
ment Programme (ORDP), the
University of Exeter, Cornwall
Marine Network, The MOR
Group and Channel MOR.

Andrew Williams, renew-
able energy lead on the board
of the Cornwall and Isles of
Scilly Local Enterprise Part-
nership, said: “Marine renew-
able energy is a global oppor-
tunity for our economy and
there are already many busi-
nesses and organisations in
the region that are exporting
their services and expertise
around the world.”

The event will take place on
Wednesday October 1 from
8.30am to 1pm at the Maritime
Museum in Falmouth.

Renewable
energy event
for Falmouth
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Awards ceremony at The Headland Hotel, Newquay on Thursday 20th
November 2014 please contact Terri Reeves on 01752 293174 or email
terri.reeves@swmg.co.uk for more information and ticket availability.
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