
EEX-E01-S244 Thursday, December 4 2014 EXPRESS & ECHO expressandecho.co.uk

Alphington

New Skoda
PLANNING permission is
being sought for a 1,000sq m
new Skoda car dealership.

It will include a one-storey
showroom, MOT station,
workshop, valet building and
car parking areas.

There will be parking for 98
cars and, according to the
plans lodged with the city
council, it will employ 22 full-
time and four part-time staff.

If given the go-ahead it will
be built on the corner of
Silverton Road and Thorverton
Ro a d .

City centre

Paris Street
A SPECIAL presentation about
the proposed road layout
changes to Paris Street has
been requested by the
chairman of Exeter’s highways
c o m m i t t e e.

Councillor Jill Owen, who is
also the county councillor for
St David’s and St James’ said:
“I think we should be
consulted as we want to give
our views on this.”

Under plans for the re-
development of the bus and
coach station it is proposed
that the top end of Paris Street,
beyond its junction with Dix’s
Field, would be closed to all
traf fic.

A turning circle for the park
and ride buses at this junction
is also on the cards.

New blue
EXETER-born actresses Violet
and Dame Irene Vanbrugh are
to be honoured with a Civic
Society blue plaque.

Theatre director and
playwright Paul Jepson, who is
on the board of Exeter’s
Northcott Theatre, will unveil
the plaque at Broadwalk
House, Southernhay.

It is on the walkway to the
Exeter Blitz Memorial between
Roman Walk and Broadwalk
H o u s e.

This is the site of 35
Southernhay Place where the
elder sister Violet was born in

her grandmother's house in
1867. Irene was born in
Heavitree Vicarage five years
l at e r.

They were two of six
children of the Rev Reginald
Henry Barnes, a prebendary of
Exeter Cathedral and vicar of
H e av i t re e,

The plaque is to be unveiled
on Thursday, December 4 at
11.30am.

City-wide

IKEA nears
FOR those across the city who
are keen for Exeter to have its
very own IKEA – here is the
latest from the company.

An IKEA spokeswoman said:
“Following the
recommendation of our outline
planning application in
January we have been working
closely with Exeter City
Council to tie up the legal
agreements needed to allow
them to issue the planning
consent for the site, which we
expect shortly.

“Once the planning consent
is issued we will work towards
providing detailed final
designs to the council for
ap p rova l . ”

A spokesman for the city
council told Community News
that ‘expect shortly’ was
cor rect.

IKEA is to be built off the
A379, just up from Sandy Park
and off the Tesco Extra
junction on Newcourt Way.

Gritting roads
RICHARD Westlake, county
councillor for Newtown and
Polsloe, is seeking answers as
to what impact study the
county council undertook
before recommending a
reduction in road gritting and
not filling grit bins.

He has filed a series of
questions and is expecting
written replies to them when
D evo n’s cabinet next meets on
December 10.

In particular, Cllr Westlake
wants to know what impact
such a policy would have on
the RD&E Hospital’s accident
and emergency unit, school
attendance and what would be
its economic impact on Exeter.

Cllr Westlake said: “This is a

very important issue.
“I purchased a number of

grit bins from my community
budget purely because of the
problems we had in the bad
winter in 2010 because of a lack
of grit bins.

“There are many steep roads
in Newtown and Polsloe and if
the bins are not going to be
filled then we are going to be in
real trouble.

“It will be dangerous for the
p u bl i c. ”

Bridge Road
TO tackle queuing traffic and
reduce journey times from
Countess Wear to the Matford
roundabout Devon County
Council wants to provide two
continuous outbound lanes on
Bridge Road.

Construction is planned to
start in late summer 2015.

A spokeswoman for the
county council has assured
Community News that access
to all of the existing footpath
and cycleway in the area will
be maintained throughout the
works, with temporary routes
constructed where necessary.

The spokeswoman added:
“Access to all facilities in the
area such as the boat club and
access to residential properties
will be unaffected. The small
car-park area at the Riverside
Valley Park entrance on the
upstream side of Bridge Road
will be unavailable for parking
but will remain accessible for
pedestrians to pass through.

“Most of the land affected is
owned by bodies such as the
Environment Agency and
Exeter City Council, although
there are numerous small
areas of unknown ownership,
despite many enquiries. As
such a Compulsory Purchase
Order process is the only way
for us to ensure we can obtain
the necessary legal rights to
work on this land.”

Don’t forget!
A REMINDER that time is
running out if you would like
to donate to the Salvation
Ar my’s Christmas toy appeal
this year.

Gifts will be distributed to
referred children and families
in the local area.

The gift should be taken
along unwrapped, before
December 15, to Superdrug in
the Guildhall Shopping centre
or to Morrison’s in Prince
Charles Road.

Gifts for all ages of children
up to 16 are needed.

Fiesta time!
TO celebrate communities
doing innovative economic
projects across the UK and
Europe, there is to be a fiesta
held in Exeter.

The event will be held on
Thursday, December 11 at 8pm
in St Matthews church hall,
Lower Summerlands, Exeter.

The organisers are
Transition Exeter and special
guests will be Inez Aponte,
facilitator and storyteller, and
Jay Tompt, green business
consultant.

Both are from the UK and
have founded the Well & Good
Project which aims to spread
innovations in community-led
economics, based on genuine
human needs and wellbeing.

Over the last few years
they’ve been travelling to offer
training courses and
workshops in social and

Awards evening: Pictured are Moira Marder, left, headteacher at St James’
School, and Prof Debra Myhill, right, guest speaker at a special awards evening
with three of the award winners – Katie Eyre, Lottie Cornish and Emma Garton
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Champagne for
Rolex launch
LUXURY jewellery and watch
retailer Michael Spiers, the of-
ficial Rolex and Tudor retailer
in the South West region, wel-
comed guests to a private cham-
pagne reception.

The sparkling event was held
at their Exeter store to launch
the new Tudor range of Swiss
w at ch e s.

Guests enjoyed an exclusive
preview of the new Tudor range
as the marque re-launches in
the UK and Ireland.
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Judi Spiers and
Nicky Dunn

Ally Spiers and Susan Campbell,
manager of Michael Spiers

Nick Palmer, Nick Palmer Cars, Jessica Brayley, Michael Spiers and Philip Saunders,
Saunders

Martin Robertshaw, Tudor and Michael
Cox, director of Michael SpiersTom Taylor, sales executive at Michael Spiers, with Carol and Bill Kirk
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