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News

Growing architects firm is building on firm foundations
THE Plymouth office of architecture firm
HLM is about to mark its fifth anniversary as
the entire company celebrates its 50th.

And it couldn’t come at a better time, with major
projects under way in Plymouth and beyond.

The firm won the international trade category at The
Herald Business Awards this year, but its work closer to
home is just as lucrative and exciting.

That includes the £2.5million Plymouth University
Marine Station at Coxside, due to open this autumn.

And HLM has also designed prominent housing
schemes at St Budeaux and Stonehouse.

The company is also working on £9million plans for
“tri-service” fire stations in Cornwall.

These are for the fire service, but will host police and
ambulance staff and vehicles too.

HLM opened its office in the Royal William Yard’s
Brewhouse in 2009, with just two staff.

It moved to bigger premises in the Mills Bakery as it
grew to 13 people.

The firm has been renowned for its work on public
sector projects, particularly in education and health.

But it is now increasingly becoming involved in private
sector housing projects and has just formed a rela-
tionship with a developer to design housing at four sites
in Newquay, Cornwall.

“The biggest site would be 25 houses, contemporary
design,” said associate director Ajay Sharma, in charge
of the Plymouth office.

He said HLM had engaged Exeter-based Glen King PR
& Marketing to “push us into the private sector mar-
ke t ”.

“We are trying to be more agile and diverse,” he said.
Among private sector projects is refurbishment work

at the Dart Marina Hotel and Spa, and the master plan for
Newquay Cornwall Airport, due to go for consultation
this autumn.

The firm also works on social housing projects, includ-
ing the 30-unit Waterloo Close, in Stonehouse, a £2.5mil-
lion scheme due for completion by 2015; and Dawson
Close, another £2.5million project, this one in St Budeaux
and for eight houses and 20 flats.

And, there is the work abroad too. Mr Sharma said:
“We have experience in 94 countries, in areas such as
healthcare, master-planning and aviation.”

But HLM is still working in the public sector and has
designed three “tri-service” schemes on two sites – H ay l e
and Tolvaddon – for Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service.

These are now under construction and should be
finished by next year.

And it designed the £5million business centre at Mill-
field School, in Somerset, which has now been granted
planning consent.

The proposed building even includes a corporate box
from with guests can watch rugby games on a neigh-
bouring pitch.

And HLM is involved in Project Wellesley, a £250mil-
lion combined forces training academy planned for the
South East.

HLM started purely as an architecture firm, but has
added interior design, landscaping and master-planning
to give it an all-round environmental brief.

It uses the latest Building Information Modeling (BIM)
technology, which involves the generation and man-
agement of 3D digital representations of physical and
functional characteristics of buildings.

And although HLM has offices in Belfast, Cardiff,
Glasgow, London and Sheffield, in addition to Plymouth,
Mr Sharma stressed that they do not compete, and share
resources, and work jointly on projects.

HLM will celebrate its fifth birthday in Plymouth with
a party for 150 guests at nearby Residence 1, in RWY, on
September 24.

The evening event will raise cash for the children’s
bereavement charity Jeremiah’s Journey, as will a family
fun day at the Yard’s green on the afternoon of August
29.

“It’s a nice way of generating some money for chil-
d re n , ” Mr Sharma said.

Support for Jeremiah’s Journey is just some of the pro
bono work HLM carries out in Plymouth.

It designed a new entrance for The Zone youth drop-in
centre in Union Street – for free.

The firm is helping with a project to raise funds for an
accommodation unit at Derriford Hospital’s neonatal
intensive care unit.

“We are doing that for free,” Mr Sharma said. “We have
come up with a concept design.

“We have also done the fit-out for the interior of
oncology. It’s about giving something back to the com-
m u n i t y. ”

by WILLIAM TELFORD
Business Editor

Waterfront facility for university
THE £2.5million Plymouth University Marine
Station will provide another exciting addition
to the waterfront when it opens in the
autumn.

The two-storey building, right at the water’s
edge at Queen Anne’s Battery, Coxside, was
designed by HLM as a teaching and labor-
atory complex for the university.

From near the 1,700sq m building, boats will

leave to take marine samples and transport
divers and students to remote locations.

David Elder, senior architect, said: “We
have done a lot of educational buildings, but
this is our first for Plymouth University.”

He said the building replaces a three-storey
block that was there previously.

“It was the same sort of facility but had
come to the end of its useful life,” he said. “T he
slipway is the only bit that is still there.”

■ Design images for the Plymouth University Marine Station

■ Right: Associate director Ajay Sharma (far right)
with the team, and pictured top. Above: Elise
Wilkes-Brand works on the Newquay master plan

■ Plymouth’s Dawson Close
development. Left: Millfield
School, Somerset. Far left:

Waterloo Court, Plymouth, and
a tri-service project in Cornwall
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