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Arabians at Dolton in Devon where  
they bred predominantly Polish Ara-
bian horses.” 

The magazine said that at one time 
their herd grew to more than 250 
horses. “The Watts’ were regulars at 
the famous Pride of Poland horse 

sale. Over the years they purchased 
several Arabian mares, and in 2009 
they paid the highest price for a lot, 
taking home Pinta for 500,000 New 
Zealand dollars (£250,000),” the 
magazine reported.

Halsdon Arabians has a lavish 
website complete with professional-
ly shot video of the horses, although 
Watts and his wife and family kept 
their life at the 600-acre Halsdon 
Manor very private. Yesterday, the 
family appealed for privacy follow-
ing Charlie’s death.

The Daily Mail has reported in the 
past that Mrs Watts regularly enter-
tained buyers at the stud. In previous 
years, breeders from Europe, the 
Middle East and the United States 
converged on Halsdon Manor in late 
summer to assess its foals.

The stud has produced interna-
tionally acclaimed show winners 
such as Simeon Sadik, twice a World 
Reserve Champion, and the Polish 
mare Emilda, bought in 1998 for 
£140,000 and later a British National 
Champion.

Mrs Watts founded the farm with 
her husband more than 30 years ago 
and the business was said in 2008 to 
be worth more than £10 million.

Horse world saddened 
by Charlie Watts’ death
THE equestrian world yesterday 

paid tribute to the Rolling 
Stones’ Charlie Watts, who was 

a globally renowned owner and 
breeder of Arabian horses in Devon, 
as well as one of the world’s best 
drummers.

As reported yesterday, Watts has 
died, aged 80, in a London hospital 
surrounded by his family and 
friends.  He had been successfully 
treated for throat cancer in 2004 but 
announced recently he would not be 
taking part in the resumed Stones’ 
US No Filter Tour, which had been 
disrupted by the coronavirus pan-
demic.

While most of those paying tribute 
to the legendary drummer in one of 
the world’s greatest rock bands were 
musicians, Arabian horse breeders 
from around the world, as well as 
Watts’ Devon neighbours, were also 
saddened at his death.

The online magazine Horsetalk 
New Zealand reported: “Arabian 
horse breeders around the world are 
paying tribute to Rolling Stones 
drummer Charlie Watts.

“While renowned for his work with 
the Rolling Stones, Watts, with his 
wife, Shirley, also owned Halsdon 
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 >David Greensmith, 
founder of the Ride 
Global motorcycle event

Devon inspired ride for Covid
A DEVON motorcycle enthusiast 
has organised an ambitious world-
wide memorial ride in which bikers 
will follow the sun across 99 coun-
tries, starting in New Zealand and 
ending in Alaska.

The event, on Sunday, Septem-
ber 5, will take place in memory of 
those lost through the pandemic.

Ride Global is the brainchild of 
David Greensmith, who lives and 
works in Exeter. 

It follows the sudden and unex-
pected death as a result of Covid-

19 of Alan Lewis, a family member. 
Mr Greensmith’s vision  to bring 
together bikers from around the 
world is to help raise funds to fight 
coronavirus. All profits will be 
donated to the World Health 
Organisation, COVAX, and the Vac-
cine Alliance.

Mr Greensmith  has had a letter 
of support for the ride from Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, via his MP, 
Exeter’s Ben Bradshaw

 ■ For details and to donate visit 
the website: www.rideglobal.org

 >Charlie Watts pictured after one 
of his horses won a race at 
Sluzewiec, Warsaw Alek Keplicz, AP


